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The duty of an advocate.
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and lived in New Inn Hall. Having had no letter fn»m him since that in which he criticised the Lalinity of my Tlu'-.i'., and having been told by somebody that he was ollendrd at my having put into my Book an extract uf his letter tu mr at Paris1, I was impatient to be with him, and then-inn- h»i lowed him to Oxford, where I was entertained by Mr. Chambers, with a civility which 1 shall ever gratefully remember. I found that Dr. Johnson had sent a letter to me to Scut html, and that I had nothing to complain of but his being more-indifferent to my anxiety than I wished him to be-. instrad of giving, with the circumstances of time and place, such fragments of his conversation as I preserved during this visit to Oxford, I shall throw them together in continuation >J.
I asked him whether, as a moralist, he did iu»t think that the practice of the law, in some degree, hurt the nice irrlin;; <»! honesty. JOHNSON. ' Why no, Sir, if you uet pruprrly. Ytui are not to deceive your clients with false tvpivM'Mlaliuu-. nt your opinion : you are not to tell lies to a judge.' H< t.-AVl'.i I . 'But what do you think of supporting a eau-.r whit It y*<u know to be bad ?' JOHNSON. 'Sir, you do not knm\ it t«>ln good or bad till the Judge determines it. 1 luvv said that you are to state facts fairly; so that your thinking, ««r \vlut you call knowing, a cause to be bad, must be from tva-.uninv,
same time given birth to a daughter, awl hntl been mirM-»l hv l»n mother. His thoughts, therefore, were turned un illness. Writing t«« Mrs. Thrule, he says :•-•••'To roll the weak eye of helpless uu^iM-.h, ,iii>l see nothing on any side but cold indiUVrenre, will, I Imp*-, luipprti (n none whom I love or value ; it may tend to withdraw thr ntim{ Ii.aa life,but has no twiclc-ncy to kindle tlmsr alfrfticuiri whirh fir ir. f«.( a purer and a nobler state. . . . Thene rc'drtiinns e|r> nut j^ruw »»ui «.{ any discontent at C\s (ChumlKTH'sl behaviour; lu- IUIM hrm nrtihrr negligent nor troublesome; nor do I love hint Irs* fur IUIVIIIK *M*rn ill in his house. This is iu> .small degree uf praise.1 /'/«».;:•/ /.r/VVM, i. 13.
1 See ante, ii. 3, note.
3 The editor of the Letters of Mmtv// justly says (p. 1401: 'Tlu-detail in the Ufe of Jrimson is nither .scanty atmut'thw prri.nl; \\\-v\~ pation, the History of Corsica, wift!-lu»ui»K. • • . inu-rferetl jMMh.ij.-. ,»r this time with Uoswcll's pursuit of Dr. Johnson.'Esq., arrived from Scotland at his lodgings in Half-Moon Street, Piccadilly.' Ib. March 24,1768. Prior's Goldsmith, i. 449.
